When You Hear the Word Rotary What Comes to Mind?

By Toni Short, President, Tampa Hyde Park Rotary Club, 9/27/06

As President of the Tampa Hyde Park Rotary Club, people sometimes ask me, “What is Rotary?” Many associate the Lions Club with improving eyesight and the Shriner’s in helping burn victims but many people are not aware of what Rotary does.   Although Rotary is instrumental in the fight to eradicate polio around the world – it is not about one cause but many.  Rotary means Service above Self –Service to the Community – and is accomplished in many ways and through many different projects around the world.

Recently members of the Tampa Hyde Park Rotary Club joined forces with 44 other Rotary Clubs that make up District 6890 to personally deliver a dictionary to every 5th grader within the District.  Approximately 21,410 students received their own dictionary.  The dictionary project is one way Rotary helps combat literacy at the local community level.  Each Rotary Club orders and pays for the dictionaries and every year the club sends out members to personally hand each 5th grader their very own dictionary.  Effort has been made to select one which is small and light in weight so that the kids can carry it with them at all times.

Nine members of the Tampa-Hyde Park Rotary Club delivered 401 dictionaries to fifth graders attending schools Anderson, Ballast Point, Grady, Mabry and Roosevelt Elementary Schools.  Club member Mike Hahn spearheaded the project.  Club members delivering dictionaries to students included Tony Holbrook, Bob LaPlant, Toni Short, John Cammack, Emily Duty, Paula Castoro, Ted Tamargo, Harry Heuman and Rob Montgomery.

At Grady Elementary, students were very thankful and anxious to use their new dictionaries for a game called, “stump the teacher,” reported Rob Montgomery.  “What a great way to start a weekend delivering dictionaries to fifth graders at Roosevelt Elementary, stated Paula Castoro.  Recent members of the Tampa-Hyde Park Rotary Club, Paula and Rob experienced their first dictionary project.  At Roosevelt Paula was accompanied by Harry Heuman, a Tampa-Hyde Park Rotary Member who also happens to be the Assistant District Governor.  When Harry presented the dictionaries he explained the purpose of Rotary: to give back to the community.  

This year the program was a huge success for students, teachers, principals and Rotarians.  The teachers were most grateful for the Rotarians generosity and the students were excited to receive their own book.  

Another way Rotarians give back to the community is in scholarships.  The Tampa-Hyde Park Rotary Club currently supports two college students with scholarships.  Lyneece King, a senior at Florida A & M University majoring in Psychology holds a 3.2 GPA and Partrea Denis a sophomore at South Florida University, majoring in Business with a 3.4 GPA.  The Club has supported Lyneece for four years and Partrea for two.  Both girls are excelling in their studies.

The greatest hidden benefit of both is that the students will learn the understanding of community service and giving and the difference it made in their own lives.  

Now when you think of Rotary – what comes to mind?

For more information on the Tampa-Hyde Park Rotary with links to the District and International levels visit www.rotaryhydepark.org.  

